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This pouch is easy to make and this pattern is full of pictures and tips.  It is great for a beginner. 

 

Time to make: less than 1 hour 

 

Materials Needed: 

 1 fat quarter or other material measuring 20"x18" 

 1 drawstring 28"-30" - A shoelace works well for this 

 Coordinating thread 

 Safety Pin 

 Seam Ripper 

 

Notes: 

 All seam allowances are 1/2" unless otherwise specified. 

 RST=Right Sides Together (aka inside-out) 

 WST=Wrong Sides Together (aka outside-out) 

 Approximate finished size: 9" high by 8" wide. 
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1. Trim fat quarter to 20"x18".  Tip: You can make this pouch any size by doubling your desired finished dimensions 

and adding 1" to each. 

2. Fold WST so that the 18" edges are together.  Press a crease into the fold. 

 
3. Open and fold RST so that the 20" edges are together.  Tip: Pin where the 2 creases meet. 

4. Sew along the 3 raw edges leaving a 4" opening along one of the short sides for turning.  Tip: Backstitch before 

and after the opening.  Place pins where you want the opening so you don't forget.  I've done that so many times.  

Ok, pretty much every time. 

  
5. Box all 4 corners. 

a. Pinch the fabric apart so that the seams match up.  Tip: Pin match the seams. 

b. Sew 1" from the point you created.  Backstitch at beginning and end. 

c. Trim 1/2" from sew line. 
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6. Optional: Press seams open. 

7. Turn through the opening.  Poke out the corners of the end opposite the opening. 

8. Sew opening closed with 1/8" allowance backstitching at beginning and end.  Tip: Press and place a pin at the 

ends of the opening.  That way you make sure you catch all of it in the first time you sew. 

 

  
9. Tuck the half that had the opening into the other half folding the pouch along the crease you made in step 2.  

Push the lining corners into the outside corners. 
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10. Topstitch around the pouch at 1/8", 1/4", and 5/8" intervals from the top edge to make a pocket for the 

drawstring.  Tip: You may need to vary the location of the 5/8" topstitch depending on the size of drawstring you 

are using. 

  
11. SCARY PART: Get your seam ripper and VERY CAREFULLY slice 2 vertial holes in the outside of the drawstring 

pocket 1/4" on either side of the seam between the 1/4" and 5/8" topstitch lines.  DO NOT cut through the 

inside.  You want the hole to be only slightly larger than the shoestring you are using.  Tip: Don't be hasty.  Take 

your time on this one and be careful. 

   
12. Use a safety pin (or other device) to thread the drawstring in one of the holes you made, around the pouch, and 

out the other hole. 
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13. Trim the drawstring to desired length.  Tip: I recommend at least a 5-6" tail.  Tie the ends of the drawstring 

together. 

 
14. All Done!!  Enjoy your new pouch!! 

   

Variants (all optional) 

A. Identify where the holes for the drawstring will be before sewing and use a buttonhole stitch. 

B. Use decorative stitches instead of topstitching.  I mean, you might as well. 

C. Attach decorative beads at the ends of the drawstring. 

D. Make it a double drawstring by repeating steps 11-13 on the opposite side of the pouch. 

E. Add light or medium weight interfacing if you would like a stiffer pouch. 


